
Open House 
Showcases our 
Volunteers
The Journey from 
Volunteer to Adoption

A warm thank you to all who came out 
for The Horse Shelter's Open House 
on October 15th. Several volunteers 
demonstrated their groundwork training 
with horses they hadn't previously 
worked with, exhibiting how adaptable 
we are when everyone "speaks the 
same language" because of our Forever 
Foundation Plan 4 Progress program. 
In the afternoon, two THS veterans 
were ridden by their adopters for our 

"Adoption Success" Rides; Roxy with 
her adopter, John; and Delta with her 
adopter, Molly. They did a wonderful 
job and the horses looked healthy and 
happy. A rousing THANK YOU to our 
extraordinary staff and volunteers for 
putting on another successful event. 
Despite the date change, this amazing 
group was able to adapt and re-organize, 
all with smiles on their faces!

Molly grew up with horses but opted for 
a different lifestyle once she became an 
adult and embarked on her education 
and career. Decades later, her love 
for horses brought her to The Horse 
Shelter. She just needed  to be close 
to horses (we get it). As a volunteer, 
Molly refreshed her horsemanship 
groundwork skills. She worked with 
several of our horses but made a special 
connection with Delta. While Delta 
was in under saddle training with 
our THS trainer, Molly furthered her 
riding training, and the rest is history. 
Delta has found her forever home with 
Molly, and Molly has found her match. 
We witnessed the blossoming of this 
relationship as one of our "Adoption 
Success" stories at our Open House on 
October 15 – and our hearts are full.

  OPENING OUR DOORS TO FUN

An Amazing Day with the Community & THS Herd
Parents share their love of horses with their children at our October Open House.

Volunteer Molly with her adopted 
horse Delta.
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FROM OUR BOARD

AJ O'Brien

Greetings THS 
supporters and 
fellow horse 
lovers. This is AJ 
O’Brien and I have 
had the pleasure 
of being your 
Treasurer on the 

Board for several years now. While 
the last couple of years have focused 
primarily on making ends meet what 
with Covid and the postponement of 
our major fundraising activities like 
the Auction, I think it is a good time 
to look forward to the future of THS.

I am pleased to let you know that we 
survived Covid and the last tumul-
tuous years well and perhaps better 
than most from a financial stability 
point of view. As evidence of this is 
the fact that our operating reserves 
are intact and we have passed with 
flying colors … aka a “present fairly” 
opinion from the independent finan-
cial audit now required of New Mex-
ico charities with revenues greater 
than $500,000. This is no easy feat 
and represents quite a bit of work by 
the Staff and Board of THS.

Volunteers, Staff, The Board and 
Donors of all kind are required to 
keep THS in the business of saving 
horses. We got through the last few 
years with a focus on the long term 
and desire to set the foundation for 
THS being a charitable institution in 
perpetuity. Longevity is vital as the 
need for rescuing these wonderful 
animals will never stop. We approach 
our task on the Board for creating 
this longevity by diversifying our 
income streams and watching our 
spending carefully and living below 
our means so to speak.

Having diverse sources of support 
has been a key to THS survival and 
success. Just a few years ago we 
really only had our thankfully strong 
donor base and some events like our 
annual Auction to keep the doors 
open. Now in addition our operations 
are supported by a few key foun-
dations through grants, our resale 
store, sponsorships and bequests. 
A little more about these last two 
sources of support. Sponsorships 
allow you and your family to support 
a horse or to share in the upkeep of 
a horse while it is being trained and 
cared for by THS. Many people have 
chosen to give this way but we have 
lots more horses ready to be spon-
sored so please consider doing so. 
Bequests are becoming an important 
source of funds also as people have 
a lot of faith in our mission and our 
ability to carry it out choose to leave 
a part of their estate to us for the care 
of the horses present and future. So, 
if you are near that time in life when 
you think on these things, please 
consider making a bequest to THS as 
I have.

Finally, I would be remiss if I didn’t 
thank all of you who make THS pos-
sible. It truly takes a village and your 
Board is forever grateful to all of you 
who volunteer, are on staff, donate, 
shop in our store, sponsor our horses 
and come to our events. Second and 
lastly, it is the Season of Giving and 
I hope you will all consider THS in 
your donation plans however small or 
large, we promise to put that to work 
for the horses we all care so much for.

On behalf of all the horses thank you 
and best wishes for the holidays.

Jennifer Rios 2005, President 
 - mjrios526@gmail.com

David Rentfrow 2018, VP 
- david.rentfrow@gmail.com 

AJ O’ Brien 2018, Treasurer 
- aj.obrien.1@hotmail.com

Tara Earley 2012, Secretary 
- tara@earley-assoc.com

Berkley Chesen 2011, DVM  
- berkleychesen@gmail.com

Lynn Komer 2017 
- lynn@pkpublicrelations.com

Carole Berger 2000  
- wonderwoman505@aol.com

Patrick Gonzales 2022 
- leonpatrek@hotmail.com

Richard Hurdle 2022 
- dhurdle@zha-architects.com

Board of Directors

All of us on the board wish 
to thank you, our donors, 
supporters, volunteers 
and staff. We appreciate 
you all for tapping into the 
power of generosity and 
your ongoing passionate 
and enthusiastic giving.

 

There are several ways to donate 
either by sponsoring a horse, direct 
donation or planned estate giving. 
We welcome your questions and 
feedback. 
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Patrick Gonzales is a fifth genera-
tion New Mexican, and part of a long 
standing local Santa Fe family. Most 
of his professional life was spent as 
a hairstylist. Through his pursuit of 
success in the industry, he traveled 
nationally from New York to Colorado, 
as he delved into the layered education 
he desired to amplify his technique 
and knowledge. 

As many know, you can’t leave behind 
the land of Enchantment, or your 
passions tied to it. Patrick returned 
to Santa Fe to own and operate his 
own salon for 8 years, retiring in 2018 
with an ever growing list of clients 
who continue to request his return to 
the industry. However, his retirement 
provided him the time to return to his 
roots on the ranch. 

Patrick grew up with a love for horses, 
ranch life, and the expansive and var-
ied nature of New Mexico. Just North 
of Santa Fe, off the high road to Taos, 
you will find Patrick’s home away from 
home, Vadito. This place fostered 
his love and knowledge of ranch life 
and for horses. To this day Patrick 
spends most weekends here with his 
wife Judy. During the endless days, 
in the dry New Mexico heat, they find 
comfort and joy riding their horses, 
gardening and tending to the cattle. 

As someone born and raised New 
Mexico True, Patrick’s values are 
centered in protecting the land of 
enchantment through the conservation 
and protection of the beautiful land, 
and the horses. Email Patrick at:  
leonpatrek@hotmail.com

WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBER, 
PATRICK GONZALES

Eldorado Dental

INTEGRATED EQUINE BODYWORK
505-940-2497

SANDYBENSON@EARTHLINK.NET

New board member Patrick Gonzales with his horse Buttercup.
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DEBBIE COBURN
At THS, it is with heavy hearts that 
we mourn the loss of Debbie, who 
founded Four Corner’s Equine Rescue 
in Aztec in 2004 and was an important 
part of our rescue community. She 
was vital in furthering the efforts to 
improve horse-related legislature and 
procedures in NM. She conceived and 
co-chaired the NM Equine Rescue 
Alliance, whose members are all 
10 registered Equine Rescues. The 
member collaboration ensures that 
every horse the Livestock Board finds 
estray is placed in rescue. The sense 
of loss in our community is huge. 
Debbie will be remembered for her 
love for horses and her commitment to 
providing safe haven to horses in need.

HONORING
A LEGEND

Last spring, Paul and Lee Wheless 
Schmidt offered to donate their horse 
trailer to The Horse Shelter for our 
annual auction. When Paul hooked 
it up to deliver it to the ranch, he 
discovered that mice had chewed the 
wiring and took it to Sandia Trailer in 
Edgewood for repairs. Unfortunately, 
it could not be repaired in time for 
the auction. 

In the interim, Sandia Trailer offered 
to purchase the trailer. When the 
sales manager, James Davis, learned 
that the proceeds would be donated 
to The Horse Shelter, he made a 
generous offer that was likely as much 

as might be realized in an auction. In 
agreement with The Horse Shelter, 
Lee and Paul sold the trailer to 
Sandia and donated the proceeds to 
The Horse Shelter. Our thanks to Lee, 
Paul and Sandia Trailer. 

TRAILER DONATION  

There are many ways to support The 
Horse Shelter with a planned gift. 
You can name The Horse Shelter as a 
beneficiary or contingent beneficiary 
in your will. Planning to transfer 
stocks, bonds, mutual funds and 
other securities directly to The 
Horse Shelter could potentially avoid 
costly capital gains tax for your loved 
ones. Name The Horse Shelter as 
beneficiary on your life insurance, 
IRA, or similar retirement accounts. 

If you are 72 or older you can also 
give up to $100,000 per year directly 
to The Horse Shelter without having 
to pay income taxes on the money, 
in form of an IRA charitable rollover 
or qualified charitable distribution.  
You can find more information on the 
many ways to plan your legacy gift on 
thehorseshelter.org/planned-giving 
or contact Susan at 505.471.6179 for 
more information.

LEAVE A LEGACY FOR NEW 
MEXICO'S HORSES  

We will never forget Debbie Coburn's 
love for our horse rescue community. Bug's future (as in cute as a bug) is in your hands.

Save the 
Date

Auction Fundraiser Luncheon

JUNE 4, 2023
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    URGENT NEED - SPONSOR OUR NEW INTAKES
                We helped coordinate the rescue of 31 horses in October 2022

Hilda
Hidalgo, 15-year-old sorrel mustang 
gelding. Needs training and manners, 
his hind feet will need much trimming.

HortonHidalgo
Horton, 22-year-old palomino gelding, 
horribly underweight, has diarrhea, and 
is in desperate need of hoof care.

Hilda, 30-year-old sorrel mare who is 
underweight and has diarrhea.

The New Mexico Equine Rescue Alliance (NMERA) took 31 horses into rescue in dire need of rehabilitation, after cruelty  
seizure and relinquishment procedures through the NM Livestock Board. The Horse Shelter took 13 of the horses into rescue. 
All of these horses will need considerable care and training. Please help in welcoming 9 of the newest additions to our herd!

 

Harley, 2 or 3-year-old pinto mare, 
does not seem to have had much 
handling and will need training.

HeidiHattieHarley
Hattie, 25-year-old, light palomino 
mare, has skin dermatitis, corn-shaped 
teeth, and old scars.

Heidi, 20+-year-old mini mare, is in dire 
need of dental care..

Hosanna, 30+, palomino pony mare, 
terribly underweight, tooth abscess, 
dermatitis, lethargic, difficulty walking 
at intake; but she is improving already.

Huey HerculesHosanna
Huey, 20+, brown mini gelding, blind 
from cataract condition, circling at 
arrival; his hooves are the worst we 
have seen in a long while. 

Hercules, 10-year-old, 33” mini gelding, 
chocolate palomino, breathing 
problems and needs deworming. 

Your support ensures these horses will receive the care they deserve. 
Please make an online donation today at TheHorseShelter.org or mail your check in the remittance envelope.
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Select the horse you wish to sponsor 
and the level of care you're able to 
commit to 
monthly. We 
are grateful for 
sponsorships 
at any level. 
You will be 
mentioned 
(unless otherwise requested) on the 
sponsor horse’s website page. 
Level One: $50 per Month
Level Two: $100 per Month
Level Three: $150 per Month  
  Feed for One Horse
Level Four: $250 per Month 
  Full Care for One Horse

CALLING ALL HORSE LOVERS!
Sponsor a Horse Today

Sponsor Now at TheHorseShelter.org/Sponsor

Ivan, has already received one 
sponsor. Lisa B., a 92-year-old donor, 
responded immediately to the urgent 
need when she saw the condition  
of our new intakes.

What would we do without them? 
They muck, they water, they socialize 
our horses, donate supplies, work our 
events, sponsor our horses and show 
up rain or shine. We have the BEST 
volunteers! They are loyal and totally 
committed to helping our horses. Our 
volunteer program, under leadership 
of Assistant Ranch Manager and 
Volunteer Coordinator Traci Kipnes, 
has been recognized for excellence by 
the HSUS Forever Foundation for it’s 
programmatic success. But truthfully, 
what keeps us going are the many big 
hearted individual volunteers and their 
love for our horses.

VOLUNTEER Appreciation

This year's Volunteer Appreciation 
Party highlighted the true commit-
ment of our volunteers.

VOLUNTEER HOURS 
OF SERVICE
We applaud the people on 
this list for their selflessness, 
compassion, commitment and 
grit. The hours they've given 
demonstrate the power of love 
in its purest form.

Nancy Myers Award  
1000 Hours 
Nancy M., Anita K., Mike C., Linda 
R., Tina O., Sandy M.

500 Hours 
Dana K., Kelly R., Thad R., Don B., 
Laura M., Susan R.

250 Hours 
Kimber C., Don T., Lisa S., Cynthia 
C., Mary M., Rick H., Jane A., Molly 
M., Mary N., Jaci B., Andrew G., 
Susan M., Mary G., James H., Brian 
G., Christine T., Nicole T., Wendy F., 
David R.

100 Hours 
Brigitte J., Jill S., Peter D., Patricia 
E., Rose F., Sally D., Liz P., Bob W., 
Bree G., Jamal G.

50 Hours 
Linda S., Holland S., Felice T., 
Terri S., Ali K., Bob C., Elizabeth 
P., Christine V., Jane O., Hannah 
S., Johntel B., Louisa P., Kellan L., 
Veronica E.
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SHOP OUR STORE FOR 
ONE-OF-A-KIND TREASURES

Please select The Horse Shelter as your AmazonSmile  
organization. This option donates 0.5% of your purchase to THS. 

Find great gifts for the Holidays! 
The Horse Shelter Resale Store is the premier resale store in Santa Fe.  
Selling art, jewelry, apparel, housewares, furniture, saddles, tack, horse  
supplies and much more. 

STORE HOURS
MON-SAT 10:00am-5:00pm

SUNDAY  11:00am-4:00pm

Closed: Thanksgiving Day, 
Christmas Day, New Year's Day

CELEBRATING

YEARS

10% Off 
Storewide

Wednesday, 
November 23

4

821 W. San Mateo Rd. #A
Santa Fe, NM

Isaiah, 16-year-old, reg TB gray 
gelding, terribly thin, hooves are 
chipped and long, hind leg swelling at 
intake, better today.  He has pain from 
a tooth abscess that we are treating.

IvyIsaiah
Ivy, 14-year-old, reg TB gray mare, 
she is lethargic and her hooves are 
chipped. 

Ivan, 13-year-old, reg TB bay gelding, 
has a soft and alert eye, underweight 
and on our refeeding program.

Ivan

NEW INTAKES LOOKING FOR SPONSORS
Isaiah, Ivy and Ivan are underweight and in need of hoof care.
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THANK 
YOU FOR 
HELPING 
BEAU!
We raised  
over $3,000 
for his training
fund.

Meet Beau, a 4-year-old sorrel gelding we 
received through the NM Livestock Board 
in May. Beau arrived severely underweight, 
under-muscled as a stallion, with neglected 
feet. Today, he is gelded and his condition 
has improved considerably. He is growing 

out weak and distorted hoof material and 
starting to build muscle to improve his 
movement and comfort. He is friendly and 
easygoing. In training, we're working on 
groundwork manners and soon Beau will be 
going to under saddle training.

Big thanks to the many donors who contributed to Beau's future!


