
Dear friends - as spring gets 
underway I know we join together 
in being hopeful that this time of 
year, full of new beginnings, will 
come to resemble some sense of 
normalcy from our past. The warmer weather makes 
everyone want to get outside and enjoy life. Here at 
the Horse Shelter, we look forward to the upcoming 
Gimme Shelter Trainer Challenge and although the 
way in which this event will take place once again 
show the effects of the pandemic, we are pleased 
to be able to hold this event this year. Our May 
fundraiser will certainly be back next year, however 
the changing restrictions have made it impossible for 
us to offer it once again this year. However, this does 
not mean that we do not need the funds we regularly 
raise at that event! Please, continue to think about 
how you can support the Horse Shelter without 
attending our fundraiser. Whether through horse 
sponsorship opportunities, shopping at our resale 
store, or through straight donations, your support 
is critical to us and we thank you in advance for it.

On another note, at this time of new beginnings, the 
ranch is facing many of its own. At the end of May 
we will be wishing a bittersweet farewell to Mike and 
Michele Wolford upon their retirement. We knew 
when we hired them that this would be the year in 
which they retired, somehow it just came faster than 
we all had hoped. The contributions that Mike and 
Michelle have made to the betterment of the ranch 
and our organization overall are far too numerous to 
articulate here, however if you are familiar with the 
organization you have seen the progress during their 
seven year tenure. We wish them all of the best and 
will miss them immensely. It goes without saying 
that our appreciation is boundless. Additionally, 
Cori, our wonderful trainer, is departing from the 
ranch for other opportunities. She has helped to 
grow our training program and raise the bar on how 
we handle this process. We are actively searching 
for a new trainer but certainly, she leaves us with 
large boots to fill. We have tremendous gratitude for 
Mike, Michele, and Cori and wish them all of the 
best upon their departures. Look forward to seeing 
you soon, hopefully at the ranch or the resale store!
Best,
   � Jennifer Rios
           President, on behalf of the Board

GFAS AccreditationGimme Shelter ‘21 Ready for Adoption

Sponsor a Horse Forever Foundation Mike & Michele
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Rescuing abused, abandoned & neglected horses in New Mexico

FERAL MARES FOAL
Some challenges we experience at The Horse Shelter can be cute!
See full story on page 4

“Let a horse whisper in your ear and breathe on your 
heart. You will never be the same.” - Unknown“

“
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Trainers’ Rally for Rescues

“Gimme Shelter – Trainers’ Rally for 
Rescues” is our 8th annual adoption 
event in which local trainers volunteer 
their time and expertise to take one of 
our horses into training for 100 days and 
then show off their riding skills at the 
event. What a challenge, as none of these 
horses have been saddled before! We are 
so grateful to announce that, even with 
the restrictions on mass gatherings due to 
the pandemic, we have five trainers this 
year and they all picked up their horses on 

Michelle DeCanditis with Promise, a 5-year old pinto.

Cori Hoody with Demi, a 3-year old bay mare.

Greg Russell with Twist, a 3-year old bay mare.

Zac Christopher with Pearl & Fortune
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April 17. The event will conclude on July 
31st with a judged competition and all of 
the five horses will be available for adop-
tion (auction based). Our judges: Caroline 
Stevenson, Lori Walton and Victor Salazar 
have committed to supporting us again by 
volunteering their expertise pro bono and 
we are so very grateful for their continued 
support of this event and our horses. This 
year’s trainer and horse combinations are: 

Zac Christopher and Pearl, Michelle DeCan-
ditis and Promise, Cori Hoody and Demi, 
Letizia Reato and Fortune, and Greg Russell 
and Twist. We are so excited and cannot 
thank these trainers enough for helping our 
horses get ready for good, new homes. 

Due to the uncertainty of mass gathering 
restrictions on July 31st, there have been 
some changes to our usual structure and we 
will not be holding the event at the Rodeo 
Grounds this year, but in a smaller arena. 
There will also be no freestyle portion, nor 
a People’s Choice award this year. We are 
not certain yet if we can invite the public 
at all and if we can, we would be limited to 
about 120 spectators. Our event webpage 
with horse & trainer pictures and videos, 
as well as training progress reports will be 
updated on a regular basis. By the end of 
June, we hope to be able to anticipate the 
final format of the event itself, as well as the 
bidding process. Please keep checking in by 
going to our 2021 Gimme Shelter event page 
on thehorseshelter.org.

There are so many people involved in mak-
ing this event happen, from our staff and 
volunteers who work diligently to get the 
horses ground-worked and trailer ready for 
the trainers, the board members and staff 
involved in designing and executing the 
event, our event sponsors (thank you, thank 

you, thank you!) who underwrite the cost 
of this event, our judges volunteering their 
time at the event and most of all our train-
ers, who commit a considerable amount of 
their time and expertise in helping these 
horses achieve a good foundation as riding 
horses. These trainers’ skill and expertise is 
essential in making this event possible.

We are grateful to have such a generous 
and big-hearted community of horse 

lovers supporting our horses. Your sup-
port and contributions help these young 
horses have a great start into a meaning-

ful future. Thank you, we appreciate your 
support, belief in our mission and love for 
our horses!

View this year’s horses, trainers, judges and sponsors on our 
events page at TheHorseShelter.org

https://thehorseshelter.org/events/
http://thehorseshelter.org
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The Horse Shelter
RESALE STORE

STORE HOURS
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Your purchase helps us to rescue abused, abandoned & 
neglected horses in New Mexico

Get the Latest Sales, News & Special Events

THS RESALE STORE

supporters. Your purchase helps care for 
our rescued horses.

The Horse Shelter Resale Store is the 
premier resale store in Santa Fe. Selling 
art, jewelry, apparel, housewares, furniture, 
saddles, tack, horse supplies and much 
more. All items have been donated by 

(505) 954-1375
821 W. San Mateo Rd., Unit A

Santa Fe, NM 87505

FOLLOW US FOLLOW US

Find THS Resale Items on:

Facebook Marketplace

The Horse Shelter Resale Store has 
one of the largest selection of used 
horse tack & supplies in Santa Fe.

Use your smart phone to scan the QR codes below. Do you shop at Amazon.com?
Please access their site through 

TheHorseShelter.org
The Horse Shelter receives 6-10% of 

your purchase through the  
affiliate program.

        
You can also choose The Horse 
Shelter as your AmazonSmile 

organization. This option donates 
0.5% of your purchase to THS. 

Support The Horse Shelter with 
your Amazon.com purchase.

“

“

“Horses carry the wisdom of healing in their hearts and offer it to any 
human who possesses the humility to listen.” - windhorsesantuary

mailto:info@thehorseshelter.org
https://www.instagram.com/thehorseshelter.resale/
https://www.facebook.com/thehorseshelter.resalestore/
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Some of the challenges we experience at The Horse Shelter can be cute!
FERAL MARES FOAL AT THE HORSE SHELTER

Most horses we receive into rescue through 
the New Mexico Livestock Board were 
found running at large and are very often 
feral, meaning they have not been handled 
by humans before and act like wild hors-
es. In August of 2020 The Horse Shelter 
took in four such mares that had been 
found in the Cuba area and also had three 
weanlings at their side. Seven feral hors-
es arrived in our quarantine! These hors-

es are very challenging for our rescue as 
we have to basically start from scratch in 
gaining their trust, without breaking their 
spirit, and it can literally take three to six 

months for us to even be able to approach 
them safely and halter them. This can be 
prolonged and made more difficult by the 
mares naturally being very protective of 
their young.
As these four mares and three weanlings 
settled in and we started the refeeding and 
socialization process we pretty soon real-
ized that all four mares were in foal again!  
So, this March we were blessed with three 
foals, two fillies and a colt all born at THS 
and all of them arrived safe and sound, 
which is great as the mares are progressing 
very slowly in their handling abilities. One 
mare is still in foal and we hope she will 
give birth safely as well.
Cuteness times three and very obviously 
there were some strong genes on the sire’s 
side as all foals are pintos! Some of the 
challenges that arise for us, besides three, 
soon to be four additional horses to our 
herd, making it currently 80 head high, are 
the amount of time we tend to have them 
onsite. Maybe unbeknownst to you, horses 
cannot be safely started under saddle until 
they reach 2 to 3 years of age, many people 
even wait until they are 4 to 5 years of age. 
This makes sense considering a horse can 
easily reach the age of 30, sometimes even 

40. Their bones and joints need time to 
mature and fuse and many growth plates 
need to close before their bodies can safely 
and without harm withstand the addition-
al stress of training. At the Horse Shelter 
we always have our veterinarian check our 
young horses to confirm they are ready to 
start training. Of course, we can and do 
start socializing, halter and light ground-
work training them before then, which 
helps get them ready for the time they can 
be started under saddle. Feeding, vet care, 
vaccinations and training are a continued 
process in these years of growing and ma-
turing for these young horses and are part 
of our ongoing commitment to give these 
horses a good and healthy start in life and 
ultimately adopt them into good homes. 
This also extends to the mares, who also 
stay with us for a considerable amount of 
time, until their young are weaned and we 
can start with their ground work and sad-
dle training. Please extend your support to 

The Horse Shelter and help us raise these 
young horses. Recurring donations and 
sponsorships are easy to set up and what-
ever you can contribute will help them 
succeed in becoming good, healthy and 
safe equine citizens.

Sponsor Now at TheHorseShelter.org/Sponsor
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DONATE NOW
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FOREVER FOUNDATION 
EQUINE EXCELLENCE 

AWARD

GLOBAL FEDERATION OF ANIMAL 
SANCTUARIES RE-ACCREDITATION

The Horse Shelter is proud to announce the  
Re-Accreditation by Global Federation of Animal 
Sanctuaries, the only globally recognized organization 
providing standards for identifying legitimate animal 
sanctuaries. Re-Accreditation signifies that The Horse 
Shelter continues to meet GFAS’s rigorous and peer-
reviewed equine care standards which are confirmed 
by a comprehensive site visit. Accreditation also 
signifies adherence to standards addressing the 
sustainability of the organization, ethical principles, 
finances, staffing, education outreach, security and 
safety and other operational aspects. 

The Forever Foundation named The 
Horse Shelter a recipient of the Equine 
Excellence Award and granted a $5,000 
award to support our training operations. 
The award recognizes The Horse Shelter 
for the exemplary implementation of the 
Forever Foundation training program, 
which focuses on preparing equines for 
successful adoption. The Horse Shelter has 
been a part of the Forever Foundation since 
2015 and is one of the first recipients of this 
prestigious award. 
“The Horse Shelter has successfully 
incorporated the Forever Foundation into 
their operations and become a role model 
for other organizations. Their efforts 
not only make a difference in the lives of 
equines in Santa Fe County, they’re also 
helping thousands of horses across the 
country through their involvement in 
the program,” says Cindy Gendron of the 
Humane Society of the United States.

BECOME A RESCUE HORSE SPONSOR!
Our Sponsor A Horse program is a monthly or annual  

donation you make in honor of a specific horse 

You can make a difference and directly 
help one of our horses by becoming a 
sponsor. This is an opportunity to support 
one of our horses and provide feed, medical 
treatment, rehabilitation and training to a 
rescue horse in need. If you love horses, but 
are not able or equipped to adopt, please 
consider this option and support a horse’s 
journey to a better life. By becoming a 
sponsor, you greatly increase our capacity 
to rescue more abused, abandoned and 
neglected horses throughout New Mexico. 
We estimate that total care for each horse 

costs approximately $250 per month. This 
includes feed, grain, supplements, farrier, 
vaccinations, worming and dental costs. 
But you can also help sponsor a horse at 
any level you are comfortable with. Setting 
up recurring monthly payments is a very 
easy process and you can cancel at any 
time. We are grateful for any support you 
can give and with 80 horses currently at 
our ranch, there are so many that need 
your help! Please go to our website or call 
our office for more information.

Sponsor Now at TheHorseShelter.org/Sponsor

Valerie Taylor, Executive Director, GFAS  
during her site visit at THS
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SPONSOR  NOW
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http://www.evalynbemisphotography.com
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CORI HOODYREADY FOR ADOPTION

Our hay budget for 2021 is $100,000 and we hope you will help raise hay for our 
horses! Okay, so we are really worried about this year’s hay yields and how badly 
they will be diminished by the ongoing drought. This always leads to increased 
hay pricing and even a little increase makes a huge difference to us. We buy 
approximately 8,000 bales a year, so every $1 dollar increase increases our cost 
significantly. There have been years of drought that we’ve seen prices rise by $4 a 
bale as well. Let’s hope the increase will not be that high this year. 

Kai is an 8 year old, Perlino mare with 
a very sweet personality. She has had 
extensive groundwork training and gets 
along with most horses. Kai is available 
as a non-riding/companion horse.  
Adoption Fee: $250

Longfellow is a 20 year old sorrel gelding, 
who has an easy going personality and bonds 
well with other horses. He would most likely 
let you lead a child around on him, but is 
offered as a non-riding/companion horse.  
Adoption Fee: $250

Our onsite trainer Cori Hoody has decided, 
after over 2 years of hard work for THS, to 
accept a job offer at a training facility in Luna, 
New Mexico, where she can also focus on 
and grow her own business as a professional 
trainer. Cori has been a great addition to our 
team and has done incredible work in getting 
our horses ready for adoption. As you all might 
know, many of our horses arrive “feral” which 
presents a unique challenge for our onsite 
trainer and also requires a certain skill level. 
Most of our younger horses have never been 
handled at all and certainly have never been 
ridden, so an attitude of fearlessness mixed 
with an innate understanding of a horse’s 
body language and behavior is paramount 
in starting their training. The Horse Shelter 
uses natural horsemanship methods using 
a gentle but firm approach, so the horses 
can be socialized and trained based on a 
relationship of growing trust, while being 
able to instill respect and strong boundaries 
are just the beginning of training. Training 
the horse in groundwork, as well as saddle 
work without leaving any “holes” in their 
training and knowing when to add pressure 
and when to release are vital skills in our 
trainer’s toolbox. Cori has done a wonderful 
job for us and we are of course sad to see her 
leave. On the positive side, she will return as 
she has committed to training one of our 2021 
Gimme – Shelter horses and will be back for 
the Trainer Challenge event on July 31.
Thank you Cori for caring so much for our 
horses and investing yourself fully in helping 
them succeed in their new homes. We wish 
you the best in your new endeavors and are 
looking forward to seeing you transform 
another horses’ life at our Trainer Challenge 
event! 

LONGFELLOWKAI

HEY! WE NEED HAY!
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PLANNED GIVING
Are you planning your estate, or updating it? 
Please consider leaving a charitable bequest to  
The Horse Shelter.
A charitable bequest is one or two sentences in 
your will or living trust that leaves to The Horse 
Shelter in Cerrillos, New Mexico a specific item, 
an amount of money, a gift contingent upon 
certain events or a percentage of your estate.
For large estates, charitable bequests can reduce 
estate taxes $0.40 for every dollar given.  

Leave a legacy for New Mexico horses!

Donate at TheHorseShelter.org
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More Information: TheHorseShelter.org/Planned-Giving
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ADOPT NOW ADOPT NOW

DONATE NOW

http://thehorseshelter.org
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=bOG5XTH4ugj6zU6x0_jK_05eAStDs9n8lG1Vr8QQR2M7DF3vi2L5JuNStDFEPDhgNnELCrvcPeyWKn0L
http://thehorseshelter.org/planned-giving
https://thehorseshelter.org/adopt/
https://thehorseshelter.org/adopt/
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=bOG5XTH4ugj6zU6x0_jK_05eAStDs9n8lG1Vr8QQR2M7DF3vi2L5JuNStDFEPDhgNnELCrvcPeyWKn0L
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MIKE AND MICHELE  
WOLFORD RETIRING

Thank you - we are all wishing you the best for your 
retirement and hope you will have a lot of time to  

play with your own horses! 

After seven years of service, our ranch 
managers, Mike and Michele Wolford are 
retiring and moving back to their home 
in Colorado by the end of May. Their 
dedication and hard work have helped The 
Horse Shelter grow in immeasurable ways 
and our horses, volunteers and adopters 
have benefited across the board from their 
expertise. We cannot thank them enough 
for all they have done for the shelter and 
how they have helped grow and improve 
our facility, programs, and events. Michele, 
in her position as Volunteer Coordinator, 
has helped establish a wonderful, safe, and 
educational volunteer program that has 
won us many accolades. Her organizational 
skills have not only helped us become 
better organized but have also improved 

our adoption and training program, as 
well as events, especially our annual horse 
adoption event “Gimme Shelter – Trainers’ 
Rally for Rescues.” Mike’s management 
and construction skills have created great 
improvements to our facilities. He designed 
and helped build our new training arena, 
improved quarantine intake with higher 
fencing, stalls, and vet medical chute and 
many days he could be seen welding, fixing 
hydrants, fencing, and maintaining our 
vehicles and equipment. He also has driven 
all over New Mexico picking up horses to 

bring to our rescue and has served as farrier 
to our herd of 80 horses. These are just a 
few of the ways in which they have served 
the Shelter and been key to our continual 
growth and betterment.
We are beyond grateful for their service to 
our organization and want to acknowledge 
how much they have contributed to The 
Horse Shelter over the last seven years. Thank 
you, Mike and Michele, we are all wishing 
you the very best for your retirement and 
hope you will have a lot of time to play with 
your own horses now! Happy Trails from 
all of us at The Horse Shelter and we hope 
you know how appreciated you are, and will 
carry with you in your hearts, the hundreds 
of horses you have helped save, rehabilitate 
and rehome at The Horse Shelter. 

1808 Espinacitas Street • Santa Fe, NM • the�rebird.com

Jennifer Rios, President - mjrios526@gmail.com

Tara Earley, Secretary - tara@earley-assoc.com

Berkley Chesen, DVM - berkleychesen@gmail.com

AJ O’ Brien, Treasurer - aj.obrien.1@hotmail.com

David Rentfrow - david.rentfrow@gmail.com

Carole Berger - wonderwoman505@aol.com

Clint Mortenson - info@silverandsaddles.com

Lynn Komer - lynn@pkpublicrelations.com

Susan Rule - sbrule44@hotmail.com

THS Board of Directors

Integrated 
Equine 
Bodywork

505-940-2497
sandybenson@earthlink.net

7

© Photography by Evalyn Bemis

mailto:info@thehorseshelter.org
http://thefirebird.com


Our most recent Adoption! 
Libby (on the right) with her new pal Harley.

Give a unique gift to your  
      mother for Mother’s Day!

For more details visit: TheHorseShelter.org/Mothers

Mother’s Day

Send in a donation for 
one of our mother horses 

and we will send  
your mother  

a card!

VOTE FOR US

The Horse Shelter
Nominated for Best 

Nonprofit for Animals
& Consignment Store!

RECENT ADOPTION!

Our hay budget for 2021 is $100,000 and we 
hope you will help raise hay for our horses!

DID YOU KNOW?
We buy approximately 8,000 bales a year.

© Photography by Evalyn Bemis
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DONATE NOW

https://www.sfreporter.com/bosf/
http://thehorseshelter.org/mothers
http://thehorseshelter.org
http://facebook.com/thehorseshelter
http://instagram.com/thehorseshelter
http://tiktok.com/thehorseshelter
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_JTUV-ERjQ4go-3oTE-qUg/videos
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=bOG5XTH4ugj6zU6x0_jK_05eAStDs9n8lG1Vr8QQR2M7DF3vi2L5JuNStDFEPDhgNnELCrvcPeyWKn0L
mailto:info@thehorseshelter.org
https://thehorseshelter.org/job-opening-for-ranch-manager/
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